RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WELLS 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

(including  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector) 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1967 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TELLS 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
Doryck  E.  Clare,  M0Be,  B0S«>,  DftP0H0,  MJUS.Ho 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
S*  Harkness,  M.A«PaH.I,,  A0R0S0H0 


ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  JHALTH_  IHSPJCTOR 
To  E„  Mason, 


COMMITTEES  DEALIHU  ;„TTH  T  ATTERS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
Public  Health  Consult  toe 

Housing  Connitteo 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WELLS 


Tel:  Wells  3379 

Wells  2643  (Residence) 


.33 EJ; TRIJIAL  OFFICER  OF  IjgALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  NNDLD^  JI  ST  DEC  01  967, 

Area  Health  Department, 

Stc  Lawrence  Lodge, 

Ch<  mb er lain  Street, 

..'ELLS.  Somerset. 

BA5  2  PQ. 

6th  September,  1 9680 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Wells  Rural  District  Council, 
nr  a  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlenen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Rural 
District  for  1967,  prepared  in  accordance  with  Public  Health  Officers 
Regulations,  1939,  and  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  l/68  of  2nd  January,  19680 


The  vital  statistics  show  a  slight  rise  in  the  birth  rate,  which  it  is 
roped  will. continue,  and  low  stillbirth  and  general  death  rates,  but  there  was 
a. rise  in  .illegitimate  births  and  one  maternal  death.  Deaths  from  respiratory 
oiseases  declined  markedly  but  those  from  accident  rose0  Apart  from  a  wave  of 
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sle 
disease 


in  the  District,  there  was  little  in  the  way  of  notifiable  infectious 


.  0nce  again,  *  report. is  given  on  the  work  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service 
in  tne  area,  by  kind  permission  of  the  Director,  but  due  to  the  changeover  to 
tne  computer  system  at  County  Hall,  figures  are  no  longer  available  of  the 
vaccinations  and  inoculations  carried  out  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

As  detailed  by. the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  in  his  admirable  report 
progress  was  maintained  on  the  environmental  health  side  in  conjunction  with 
cne  surveyor  and  Ins  staff.  A  growing  number  of  infections  in  dairy  herds  was 
in/es oigated  over  the  year  and  human  spread  was  disclosed  in  one  instance. 
Close  contain  was  kept  up  with  the  work  of  a  large  Mental  Hospital  and  its 
Annexe  m  tne  District  and  help  given  when  requested. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his 
Deputy  for  their  close  co-operation  at  all  tines,  and  to  the  Clerk,  Surveyor 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  courtesy  and  support. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  my  secretary,  Mrs.  L.A.  Patori, 
for  the  work  put  into  the  preparation  and  assembly  of  this  Report. 

1  am,  Ladies  and  G-entlenen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

Do  E.  CLARE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area,  of  District  (in  acres)  ...  ••• 

Population  (raid-year  1967)  •••  ••• 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  o*.  • 

Rateable  Value  •<>•  ••• 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  •  * .  • • * 


57,175 

11  ,020 

5,323 
£276,358 
£1 ,099c  2.  4d. 


MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1  967 

(With  comparative  figures  for  Somerset  and  England  &  Wales  where  available) 


BIRTHS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


M  F 


Total  Se0^rSo|ed  Somerset  & 


Wells  RoDoC 


(Provi s ional) 

Legitimate  83  63  146  8458 

Illegitimate  6  6  12 

Totals  WMZM  832,000 

Rate  per  1,000  population  14®3  I5o0  17*7  M*2. 

(Are a  Births  Comparability  Factor  1 .05)  (Corrected) 

Ratio  of  local  corrected  birth  rate  to  national  rate  is  0o07e 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE,  BIRTHS 

'(per  cent  of  total  live  births)  7.59  6.45 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate  1  -  1 

Illegitimate  ,  - _ ~ _ 

Totals  1  "  .  1_ 

Rate  per  1,000  live  &  still  births  6*3 

90  69  159 


TOTAL  LTVEJfe 
STILL  BIRTHS 


r.ur  -  -M—  *-  *■  - 


82  90  172 


DEATHS 

TOTAL  DEATHS 
(all  ages) 

Rate  per  1,000  population  15«° 

(Area  Deaths  Comparability  Factor  0.53) 

Ratio  of  local  corrected  death  rate  to  national  rate  is  o«74 


123 

12,500 

1 3*42 

14.8 

9164 

844,500 

6798 

542,519 

10.1 

(Corrected) 

11.2 

JDEATHS^ 
(under^ 1  year. 


Legitimate 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

1  1 

Total 

(under  4  week) 

jl. 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

■!!■■■  r  1 _ _ 

Total 

~2  ~ 

-  _2 

113 


15,267 


75 


io,V36 


V 
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MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1  $>67  _(Contd) 


INFANT  DEATHS 
(Under*  1  week) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M  F 

2  - 

Total 

2 

Wells  R.D.C© 
Recorded  Corrected 

Somerset 

England  & 
Wales 

"(Provisional) 

~2 

_ 2 

67 

Q,%1 

IM. 


Total  Infant  deaths  per  1,000 


Total  Live  births  oe.  ... 

25 

14*0 

18,3 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000 
Legitimate  Live  births  ... 

20.5 

13.36 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per 

1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 

83.3 

22.9 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATES 
"(deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births©  ©0. 

12.6 

8.3 

12.5 

EARLY  NEO-NATaL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(deaths  under  1  week  per  1  ,000 
total  live  births)  ... 

12.6 

7.41 

10.8 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

(Still  births  &  deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  1,000  live  &  still  births)l9  20.73  25.4 

IiATERNAL  LIORTAjilTy  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  1  2 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  &  still  births 

6.28  0.22 
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CERTAIN  VITAL..  STATISTICS  FOR  IKE  F 'IVE-YEAR  PERIOD  IJfiJrJ,  JjjbJ 
WITH  CQrPARATIVE,  FI (RJR^  FOR  SOMERSET  AND  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


i  .  Corrected  Birth^  Rate^ 

Wells*  Rural  District  Council 

Somerset 

England  &  Wales 

2«  Corrected  Death  Rate 

Welist”Rural'  Distriot  Council 

Somerset 

England  &  Wales 

3*  Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Wells  Rural  District  Council 

Somerset 

England  &  Wales 


1963 

1 964 

1 9^5 

1 966 

1967 

19*0 

17.34 

1 6*6 

14.91 

1 5.0 

1 8,1 5 

1 6.86 

16.76 

17.86 

17.7 

18.2 

18.4 

18.0 

17.7 

17.2 

10.58 

8.07 

8.75 

8.73 

8.26 

11.23 

10*62 

10*18 

IO.37 

10.1 

12.2 

11.3 

11.5 

11.7 

11.2 

15.46 

11.18 

23.1 

15.64 

25.0 

14f64 

13.0 

10.75 

15.12 

14.0 

21.1 

20o0 

19.0 

19.0 

18.3 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Disease 


Dysentery  (Flexner) 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 
Measles 

Meningooocca.1  Infection 
Puerperal  pyrexia 
Scarlet  Fever 

Tuberculosis  -  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  -  Non  Respiratory 
Yflio oping  Cough 


Total  Cases  Notified 


1963  1964  .  l365_._Jl.g6jL _12«Z 


1 

78 

1 

3 

215 

5 

3 

2 


2 

9 

2 

4 

3 

4 


1 

mm 

76 

3 

2 


33 

1 

2 


207 


1 

2 


TOTAL 


308  24 


82 


39  210 


cAusis 

- T As  given  by.  «m  Br-.fliatrar-G-eneralJ 


buKlifc.iJ&i 


t  .  ^  r _ t 

CAIJSh  Off  DHATH 

Be:: 

Total 

all 

1  M  '  » 

iVjGSe 

Syphilitic  Disease 

u 

- 

p 

1 

IVhocping  Cough 

* 

p 

4 

Other  infective  C. 

I  • 

-  1 

Parasitic  Diseases 

•  n 

X* 

i  ! 

4 

lialignant  Neoplasm, 

II 

1  * 

‘  i 

Stomach, 

P 

1  \ 

ii 

lialignant  Neoplasm, 

II 

4  ! 

Lung,  Bronchus, 

? 

1  ! 

lialignant  I  leoplasm  ^Breast 

II 

- 

3? 

1  i 

lialignant  Neoplasm, Uterus 

3? 

^  ! 

Other  malignant  and 

i  i 

Lymphatic  neoplasms 

P 

8  ! 

Leulcaenia ,  Ale  ulsaenia 

1.1 

2  i 

P 

i 

-  1! 

| 

Diabetes 

ll 

i  ! 

P 

l 

2  | 

Vascular  lesions  of 

M 

12  | 

nervous  System 

P 

15;  S 

l 

Coronary  Disease, Angina 

1.1 

20  | 

P 

8 ! 

Hypertension  with 

i  i 

Heart  Disease 

P 

- 

Other  Heart  Disease 

- 

i. . 

ii 

P 

23 

| 

Other  Circulatory 

L  1 
■  ; 

Disease 

P 

2 1 

Pneumonia 

■' 

7  i 

P 

13 

Bronchitis 

i.. 

1 

P 

2 

|  Gastriti  s ,  lint er  it  i  s  cl 

ii 

1 

Diarrhoea 

P 

mm 

i  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

%  - 

n 

- 

P 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,) 

f  T 

Li. 

2 

Portion,  ) 

P 

1 

Other  defined  and 

"  7 

4 

ill-defined  diseases 

P 

5 

-m.  r-m  *-•—  - 

jnder 

M  M  ,M-iM 

4  w'ks  C 

Age  in  Years 

:■  whs 

under  1 

:  ear 

1- 

3- 

1 5- 

23- 

35- 

45- 

q. 

63—: 

_ 

75  & 
upward, 
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NOTES,  ON  VTTAL^ STATISTICS.  FOR  1  967 


(Although  as  a  general  rule  the  figures  are  too  snail  for  muon 
significance  to  be  attached  to  them,  nevertheless  certain  broad 
statements  can  be  nadec) 


Population 

An  increase  of  Lr0  over  the  mid-year  peculation  for  1966  was  again 
estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  and  deaths  exceeded  births  by  14,  largely 
due  to  the  elderly  population  at  liendip  Hospital® 


Births 

Live.  Births  -  showed  an  increase  of  2  over  those  for  1966,  v/ith  a  slight 
rise  in  the  Corrected  Birth  Rate  which  was  still,  however,  not  as  high  as 
the  County  or  National  rates®  Illegitimate  births  rose  by  5  giving  a 
percentage  rate  higher  than  that  of  the  County  as  a  whole® 

Still  births  -  v/ith  only  1  still  birth  the  Still  Birth  Rate  was  less  than 
half  the  Count-'''  and  National  figures® 


Deaths 


All  ages  -  dropped  this  year  to  16  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  and 
the  Corrected  or  Adjusted  Death  Rate  is  significantly  better  than  that  of 
the  County  as  a  whole  or  England  &  Wales® 


Infant  mortality  -  the  same  number  of  infants  died  as  in  1 9 66,  giving 
similar  Inf' ant*  Mortality  and  Perinatal  Mortality  rates  but  improved  Neonatal 
Mortality  and  Early  Neonatal  Mortality  rates. 


Maternal  Monte 


"1  ^ 


it  is  regretted  that  one  mother  died  in  pregnancy® 


Causes  of  Death 


Cardio— Vascular  Diseases  -  once  more  took  leading  pl<.,ce  as  die  cause  of 
death  in  the  District,  but  with  6  fewer  deaths  than  in  the  previous  year® 
Of  this  group,  Coronary  and  Other  Heart  Diseases  accounted  for  63  deaths 
and  Vascular  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  for  25o 


Cancer  -  rose  to  second  place  in  the  causation  of  death  in  tne  District, 
v/ith  25  deaths  compared  v/ith  18  in  19^6®  As  regards  site,  it  will  be  seen 
that  Lymphatic  and  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  caused  14  deaths,  followed  “by 
Lung  Cancer  with  5,  Leukaemia  and  Stomach  cancer  each  causing  2  deaths® 

Resniratoiyg  Diseases,  —  deaths  totalled  23,  a  figure  24  less  than  in  che 
previous  year,  and  of  these,  pneumonia  censed  20  and  bronchitis  the 
remainder  ® 

Accidents  -  deaths  by  these  rose  to  9  compared  with  3  in  1966,  and  3 
of  these  involved  a  motor  vehicle® 
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NOTES,  ON  NOTIFIABLE  JPXSjSASj^. 

These  are  shown  in  the  5-year  table  and  there  is  little  on  which  to 
comment  apart  from  the  usual  2-year Oy  v/ave  of  measles  which, it  is  hopea, 
T/ill  be  largely  eradicated  in  the  future  when  measles  vaccination  comes 
into  operation  on  a  large  scale. 


ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD,  POISONING  I'lQTmCATIpNS, 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year,  but 
Salmonella  Typhinurium  occurred  in  a  farmer  handling  sick  calves  with  this 
infection,  which  later  spread  to  his  wife  and  child. 


Brucellosis  occurred  in  one  dairy  herd  but  as  the  farmer  only  reta 
a  few  gallons  of  milk  locally  which  he  agreed  to  give  up,  and  sent  the 
bulk  of  the  milk  for  pasteurisation,  a  formal  Heat  Treatment  Order  was 


ile 


not  serve d0 


NATIONAL _AS SJESTMCE  ACT,  1  948  (S EC.ifj) , yp A  JND]  j?'7L At A  AA 

Notice  was  received  from  a  family  doctor  that  an  elder l^lady ,  living 
on  her  own  in  deteriorating  conditions  in  a  caravan  on  an  authorised  sue 
in  the  District,  was  urgently  in  need  of  ho  spited  treatment  .which  she 
refused  to  accept.  However ,  following  a  visit  with  the  family  doctor  ana 
Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector,  admission  to  hospital  was  successively 


arranged. 
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HASS  RADIOGRAPHS  SERVICE 


Surveys  were  carried  out  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  at  fortnightly- 
intervals  at  sites  in  Wells,  Glastonbury  and  Street  for  the  benefit  of  General 
Practitioner  cases  with  the  following  results.  The  number  of  General  Practitioner 
cases  attending  was  468, 


1 

‘ 

1 

3 

Male  \  Female 

i  ; 

Total 

1 

Numbers  examined 

Abnormalities  detected 

1 

769  j  826  i 

19  I  12  | 

1  j 

1595 

31 

DETAILS  OF  ABNORT IALI TIES  DETECTED 


jj  -  "■  "  "" 

Male 

Female 

Total 

jj  Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

f . 7~“ 

3 

J  Hr o:  :cl.'.ini  Carcinoma 

2 

1 

k  *—• 

2 

Enlarged  Heart 

1 

!  1 

2 

Pneumonitis 

2 

1 

3 

|  Bronchitis  &  Emphysema 

2 

1 

1  2 

Acquired  Cardiac  Lesion 

2 

3 

5 

Bronchiectasis 

I 

Bacterial  &  Virus  Infection 

1  1 

3 

4 

j  of  the  Lungs 

1  « 

Empyema 

A 

i 

•J 

2 

Bronchitis 

1 

- 

1 

Emphysema  &  Hypertension 

i 

| 

1 

I  Abnormality  of  the  Diaphragm 

1 

* 

1 

j  Kypho-Scoliosis 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Infant 0 

1 

**  i 

1 

Cases  for  whom,  as  yet,  no 

j  diagnosis  has  been  received 

2 

2 

I 

. .  | 

j  TOTAL 

12  i 

31  ! 

1 

1 

i 

j 

« 

IMMUNISATIONS  AMD  VACCINATIONS 

Figures  of  children  immunised  and/or  vaccinated  in  1967  cannot  be  given  ns, 
owing  to  the  change  to  the  computer  system  under  which,  it  is  hoped,  all  children 
v>rill  automatically  be  called  to  receive  vaccinations  and  immunisations  as  they 
become  due  (unless  a  dcfinito  refusal  is  given),  no  records  of  immunisation  and 
vaccination  were  kept  for  that  year. 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Tho  information  required  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
1/68  is  as  follows 


The  undermentioned  villages  are  provided  with  public  sewers  and  efficient 
sewage  disposal  works. 


Wookey 

Walton 

Moore  (Central  part  of  village  only) 
Easton  )  _  •  o. 

W e s tbury- sub-Mendip  )  Jo:Lnt  schemc 
Rodney  Stoke  ) 

Braycott  ) 

Butleigh  ) 

Butleigh  Wootton  )  Joint  schemc 

Baltonsborough  ) 


Joint  scheme 


The  connection  of  house  drainage  systems  to  the  public  sewers  in  Butleigh, 
Butleigh  Yfootton  and  Baltonsborough  continued  at  a  somewhat  slower  rate  then 
desired  probably  due  to  the  demand  for  building  labour  on  larger  projects,, 
Nevertheless,  steady  progress  was  made  and  it  is  hoped  that  tho  number  of 
connections  per  month  will  remain  fairly  constant  and  that  many  discharges  of 
sewage  effluent  into  ditches  and  watercourses  will  cease  by  the  summer  of  1 968. 

The  Council  wish  to  preceed  with  a  sewerage  scheme  for  Coxloy,  treatment  of 
crudo  sewage  to  take  place  at  Wells  City  Sewage  Disposal  Work s,  Burcottc  A 
great  deal  of  negotiation  has  taken  place  with  Wells  City  Council  and  terms 
have  more  or  less  been  settled  but  the  City  Council  are  reluctant  to  accept 
Coxley  sewage  at  their  disposal  works  until  a  scheme  of  improvement  and  extension 
has  been  carried  out. 


The  scheme  of  sewers  for  Wookey  Hole  and  localities  of  Glencot,  Elm  Close 
and  Kaybridge  has  reached  an  advanced  stage  and  is  likely  to  be  submitted  to 
Somerset  County  Council  early  in  1 968, 

It  is  probable  that  a  joint  scheme  for  the  villages  of  West  Pennard  and 
North  Wootton  will  follow  those  mentioned  above  unless  of  course  circumstances 
arise  to  cause  an  alteration  in  programme. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Water  supplies  to  the  various  villages  renaincd  satisfactory  during 
the  year  "both  in  quality  and  quant ity* 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  report  that  the  vzaters  in  the  area  are  not 
pluribo  solvent  and  samples  examined  have  all  been  free  from  lead  contaraination0 
Furthermore,  all  services  before  amalgamation  with  Bristol  Waterworks  Company 
were  of  galvanized  iron  but  a  few  lead  communication  pipes  were  laid  by  the 
Company  between  1959  and  19^4  when  a  change  was  made  to  polythene,,  There  is, 
therefore,  only  a  very  snail  percentage  of  lead  pipes  in  the  area* 

The  following  are  details  of  minor  works  carried  out  in  the  period  by 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company  in  order  to  effect  improvements  in  the  supply  to 
certain  areas  and  make  provision  for  new  development* 


MAINS  LAID  BY  BRISTOL  WATERWORKS  COMPANY 
IN  WELLS  ReDpCo  AREA  DURING  THE  PAST. YEAR 
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CHEIilCAL  AHALYSES  OF  WATER  FROE 

i2§Z 


Source 

Total 

Solids 

Chloride 

Nitrate 
as  N 

Nitrite 

as  N 

Saline 
Ammon, 
as  NH3 

Albuminoid 
Ammonia 
as  NH3 

Oxygon 

Absorbed 

3  hrs.@  37°C 

Honjcyhurst 

331 

18 

3.9 

0.003 

0.008 

0.009 

0.12 

Priddy 

230 

13 

2.8 

Nil 

0.006 

0.008 

0.13 

Slabhouse 

290 

14 

0.6 

Nil 

0.034 

0.006 

0.10 

Southtown 

474 

23 

0.5 

Nil 

0.006 

0.006 

0.11 

Stoke  Eotton 

282 

18 

3o4 

Nil 

0.008 

0.044 

0.55 

West  Conpton 

471 

18 

2.7 

Nil 

0.008 

0.016 

0.1 6 

Ebb  or 

173 

15 

2.1 

Nil 

0.005 

0.009 

0.11 
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SOURCES  WITHIN  WELLS  R.D.Co  AREA 


*3 


Total 

Hardness 

Calcium 

Hardness 

Magnesium 

Hardness 

Alkalinity 

PH 

Sulphate 

Sodium 

Potassium 

286 

228 

58 

252 

7*3 

25 

8 

1.8 

194 

167 

27 

183 

7.4 

13 

7 

1.8 

222 

182 

40 

223 

8.1 

28 

19 

4.1 

00 

m 

fn 

300 

58 

300 

6.85 

90 

20 

3.3 

228 

1 86 

42 

204 

7.15 

18 

8 

3.6 

411 

295 

1 1 6 

365 

7  *4 

50 

10 

3.1 

127 

103 

24 

101 

7.4 

25 

9 

1.4 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


■  LCPE  j  a.tpr  a 

West  Conpton 
Priddy 
Honey hur st 
Wellhead 
Cheddar 
Stoke  Bottom 
S  outhtown 

a  *«  iw  r*  ---  --  -a.- 

Treated  Waters 


.os  j  Compton 
Priddy 
Honoyhurst 
Wellhead 
Cheddar 
Siabhouso 
Stoke  Bottom 
S  outhtown 
Ebb  or 


No„  of  Samples 
Examined 


Average  No. 


f  Faecal  Coliforns 


Per  1 00  ml 


22 

23 

3 

23 

23 

23 


3 

0 

20 

16 

670 


Average  No0  of 
Non-Fae  c al  Colif  orm s 
Per  100  ml 

3 

0 

24 

28 

960 


Colonics  on 
j  Agar 

;  2  Days  at  37°C 


: 


20 

9 

14 

200 

32 

320 


— 4 


11  No,  of  Samples 
Examined 


I 
I 

* 


No.  Free  From 
I Faecal  Coliforns 


No0  Free  From 


i 

HI* 


22 

23 

22 

12 

21 

23 

24 
23 
12 


f 


4- 


21 

22 
22 

11 

21 

25 

24 

13 

5 


Non~Faocal  Coliforns  |  Satisfactory 

2T  T  ^ 


U^br ibut_ion  System  125 


122 


22 


22 

11 

21 

25 

24 

11 

5 

120 


96 

96 

100 

92 

100 

100 

100 

48 

42 

96 


Penarks 


The  Ebbor  supply  is  to  be  abandoned 
The  S outhtown  supply  is  being  improved 
The  Priddy  unsatisfactory  sample  was  due 
heavy  rain 


to  insufficient  chlorine  after 


FLUORIDATION  OF  p.AF.uR  SUPPLIES 

The  following  figures  show  the  content  of  fluoride  in  the  water  supplied  from 
the  different  sources 


Source 

Priddy 

./atchet  Springs  (Horrington  Area) 

'Tookey 

Slab  House 

Cheddar  and  Honoyhurst  Supply 


Avpanwap ? luoride  Pcrts_  per  billion  as  F 

Nil 
0.04 
0C10 
•  0oi  5 
0o1  2 
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NOTES  ON  WATER  SUPPLIES  TO  INDIVIDUAL  VILLAGES 
BALT  OTIS  B  OROUGH 

Each  inhabited  house  has  a  supply  laid  one 
BUT  LEIGH 

144  houses  arc  supplied  with  main  water  and  a  few  of  the  outlying  properties 
rely  on  wells, 

CHEWTON  MENDIP 

Most  of  the  178  houses  in  this  village  arc  supplied  with  water  fron  the 
Waldegravc  Estate  Company's  private  supply,  A  few  properties,  because  of 
their  situation,  roly  on  wells  or  rain  water  storage 0 

OUT  ST,  CUTHBERT 

East  and  West  Horrington  -  88  houses  out  of  137  have  a  piped  supply  and 
the  reminder  arc  supplied  from  standpipes, 

Coxley  -  approximately  133  houses  out  of  203  arc  supplied  with  water  on 
tap  and  the  only  suppliers  no;/  are  the  statutory  undertakers  since  a  new 
main  was  laid  for  the  benefit  of  the  residents  of  Coxley  Wick, 

Burcott  -  few  houses  but  mainly  relying  on  wells, 

Easton  -  this  village  has  a  main  water  supply,  78  of  the  105  houses  arc 
connected  to  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company's  mains  and  24  rely  on  standpipes,, 

Woolcey  Hole,  Elm  Close  and  Haybridgo  -  these  groups  of  houses  are  supplied 
by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company, 

Dulcotc  -  some  45  houses  of  which  32  have  a  piped  supply  derived  fron  a 
small  private  water  system  installed  many  years  ago.  The  quality  and 
quantity  of  this  supply7-  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year, 

Chilcotc,  Worninstcr,  Milton  and  Walcoribe  -  these  small  groups  of  houses 
have  piped  supplies  from  various  sources  and  their  needs  appear  to  have  been 
met  o 

PI  HER 

55  out  of  63  houses  have  piped  supplies  fron  the  Dinder  Estate  Supply, 

This  water  is  derived  fron  springs  which  rise  near  Masbury  Ring,  The 
remainder  of  the  houses  are  not  within  reach  of  the  mains  and  have  to  rely 
on  wells,  etc,  for  their  water 0  The  Dinder  Estate  Supply  is  adequate  in 
quantity  for  the  needs  of  the  village  and  the  quality  has  been  maintained  by 
chlorination, 

GODNEY 

54  out  of  75  houses  have  piped  supplies  from  the  mains  of  the  statutory 
undertakers.  The  remainder  of  the  houses  have  to  rely  on  private  supplies 
as  they  are  not  in  corpact  groups  or  within  easy  reach  of  the  t runic  main, 

MEARE 

The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  supply  this  village,  214  out  of  296 
houses  have  piped  water  and  approximately  30  others  are  served  by  standpipe. 
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NORTH  WOOTTON 

70  out  of  84  houses  have  piped  water  of  good  quality  and  unlimited 
quantity*,  The  village  is  supplied  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Conpany0 

PRIDDY 

62  out  of  the  99  houses  have  piped  supplies  *  The  majority  of  this  number 
are  supplied  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company's  mains  but  there  are 
still  a  few  obtaining  water  from  agricultural  systems  installed  by  the 
Church  Commissioners. 

RODNEY  STOKE 

There  are  263  houses  in  this  parish  and  238  arc  supplied  by  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 

SHRFPHAH 

10  houses  out  of  30  have  piped  supplies.  The  remainder  arc  not  within 
easy  reach,  of  the  main  and  have  to  haul  water  from  one  of  two  standpipes 
which  have  been  provided. 

WALTON 

There  are  213  houses,  and  a,ll  except  the  outlying  ones  now  have  water 
on  tap.  The  totaJL  number  of  houses  with  piped  water  is  188. 

VifES,TBURY-SUB-HEND3P 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  this  parish  is  218  and  194  have  main  water. 
WEST  PENNARD 

186  out  of  204  houses  have  piped  supplies.  The  remainder  have 
standpipes  within  easy  reach  or  rely  on  private  supplies. 

W00KEY 

A  rather  scattered  parish  comprising  Wookey,  Worth,  Yarley,  Henton 
and  Bloadney.  There  are  343  houses  in  this  village  and  234  have  piped 
water  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company's  mains. 

THE  MENDIP  HOSPITAL 

This  large  hospital  which  houses  over  1  ,000  patients  and  staff  has 
its  own  water  supply.  The  main  source  is  two  boreholes  situated  between 
Bristol  Road  and  Watchet ' s  Springs  which  provides  the  water  for  East  and 
West  Horrington©  These  boreholes  are  in  the  old  red  sandstone  formation, 
and  yield  sufficient  water  for  the  very  large  demands  of  this  hospital. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  to 
provide  a  supply  in  an  emergency. 
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INSPECTIONS 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  inspections  made  during  the  year:- 
Inf ectious  D isoascs  ♦  o  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  o  ooo  ©  o  o  ©  ©  o  o©o  Nil 

Disinf octants  -  supplied  by  Council  ©  ©  ©  ©©©  ©©©  ©  ©  *  5 

Visits  connected  with  Suspected  Pood  Poisoning  Outbreaks  ©©©  Nil 


Nuisances  -  arising  fron  foul  and  choked  drains,  foul 

ac  cumulations ,  e  t  c  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  o  ©  o  ©  oo©  ©©© 


6l 


Drainage  w  or  ks  ©  ©  o  ©a©  ©o©  « ©  ©  ©©«  o©o  ©o©  ©oo 

Samples  -  of  drinking  water  sent  to  the  County  Lab© 

for  chemical  analysis  ©»©  0©©  «,©«  ©©©  ©©» 

Samples  -  of  drinking  water  sent  to  the  P©H©  Lab© 

for  bacteriological  examination  ©«,©  ©©©  ©o© 


265 

5 

37 


Petroleum  Acts  -  premises  licensed  under  Petroleum  Acts 

for  the  storage  of  petrol  ©0©  ©©©  ©00  33 


Visits  -  re  water  supplies  ©0©  ©©©  ©o©  ©00  ©o©  o©©  51 
Bakehouses  (l ) ,  Slaughterhouses  (4)  ?  inspected  ©©©  oo©  6  3 
Public  Schools  -  inspected  ©„©  0O©  ©©©  ©©©  ©»©  ©©©  24 
D0/iries  —  visits  to  00©  o©©  000  oo©  000  ©o©  o©o  26 
Visits  -  re  food  inspection  000  ©©©  ©©©  ©o©  ©©©  ©©©  249 


Other 


under  Housin' 


.ct  s 


174 


Visits  -  re  refuse  collection  ©0o  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  88 

% 

Inspections  -  Ice  cream  premises  o©©  ©©©  ©©o  ©©©  ©©©  54 


Caravans 


OOO  O  C  9  0  0  9  009  OOO  OOO  OOO 


ICE  CPE AH 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 
Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream 


ooo 


63 

Nil 

56 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Thoro  is  only  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  area,©  The  premises,  which 
are  well  maintained  and  comply  with  the  structure,!  provisions  of  the  Slaughter¬ 
house  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  are  used  two  or  throe  times  a  week  by  the  owner, 
a  butcher,  who  prepares  meat  there  for  his  retail  shop  adjoining© 

As  in  previous  years,  the  whole  of  the  moat  produced  was  inspected  in 
accordance  with  tho  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1  9&3  an(^  particulars  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  carcases  and  parts  condemned  arc  contained  in  the  schedule 
attached  to  this  report© 

Again  it  can  be  reported  that  there  are  no  poultry  processing  establish¬ 
ments  within  the  district*, 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


The  fortnightly  system  of  collecting  refuse  has  continued  much  the 
sane  as  in  previous  years.  The  contractor  provides  a  properly  covered 
vehicle,  staff  and  equipment  required  by  the  terns  of  his  Agreement „  Fev. 
complaints  are  received  in  respect  of  the  service  provided,  probably  due 
to  the  Contractor’s  willingness  to  exceed  his  obligations,  especially  in 
arranging  collection  from  premises  occupied  by  the  elderly  and  handicapped. 

After  collection,  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping.  As  the  refuse 
tip  is  situatod  some  distance  from  dwellings  and  covering  material  is 
relatively  cheap  and  readily  avail-able  the  usual  troubles  and  difficulties 
associated  with  such  a  method  of  disposal  do  not  arise.  Moreover,  regular 
inspection  and  prompt  treatment  ensures  freedom  from  pests. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  picnic  litter  continues  to  be  a  matter 
for  sonc  concern  during  the  summer  months.  The  metal  stand  with  means  of 
attaching  a  paper  sack  for  the  reception  of  litter  and  covered  by  a  }id 
hinged  to  the  frame,  although  used  extensively  in  picnic  places,  is  not  a 
completely  satisfactory  device,  being  easily  overturned.  Furthermore,  the 
paper  sack  after  rain  loses  strength  and  tears  with  little  effort  but  no 
doubt  in  time  the  manufacturers  will  overcome  these  disadvantages. 

Cesspools  arc  emptied  free  of  charge  once  per  annum  when  house 
drainage  systems  cannot  be  connected  to  public  sewers 0  The  scheme  was  first 
introduced  on  1st  October,  19^5?  but  the  demand  for  the  service  has  not 
been  as  great  as  expected. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 

Premises  in  which  food  is  stored,  'prepared,  served  and  sold  wrerc 
drop go ted  regularly  during  the  year  and  it  was  observed  that  very  few  retail 
shops  had  changed  hands.  No  complaints  were  made  by  the  public  about  any 
establishment  and  the  small  number  of  defects  noted  during  inspections  were 
remedied  on  informal  notice, 

A  small  quantity  of  canned  food  was  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  period  under  review  to  obtain 
authority  for  proceedings  under  Section  2  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955« 
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DISTRIBUTION  AND  SALE  OF  MILK 


As  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  lav/,  Somerset  County  Council  continues 
to  be  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Hilk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations,  i960,  and  therefore  issuos  licences  to  all  dealers  of  designated 
milk*  The  arrangements  for  covering  certain  producer  retailers  by  the  County 
Agricultural  Connittee  continue  as  hitherto 0 

Those  distributors  of  milk  with  premises  in  the  District  arc  registered 
by  the  Council  and  the  total  number  at  the  end  of  1967  was  seven,, 

Only  one  case  of  Brucella  Aibortus  in  a  dairy  herd  was  notified  during 
the  year0  However,  a  notice  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(General)  Regulations  1959  was  unnecessary,  all  the  milk  produced  on  the 
farm  being  sent  to  a  creamery  for  heat  treatment 0  The  farmer,  as  in  all 
cases  of  this  kind,  was  advised  regarding  the  precautions  necessary  to  protect 
himself,  family  and  employees 0 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposo  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 


[Number 
on 

[Register 


nspections  {Written 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3>4&  6 
arc  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises 

enforced  by  Local 
Authority 


DEFECTS  Insufficient  Sanitary  Accomodation  in  one  instance  - 
remedied  on  informal  action* 

OUTWORKERS  There  arc  15  Outworkers  in  the  District  (concerned 
with  wearing  apparel) 0 
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DISEASES  OF  ANH.1ALS  (WASTE  FQCD)  ORDER,  1 957. 


No  application  for  a  licence  to  operate  plant  and  equipnent  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  food)  Order  1957  was 
received  during  the  year. 

Three  licences  were  in  operation  during  19^7,  all  premises  to  which 
they  relate  "being  inspected  regularly.  No  faults  or  defects  were  noted 
during  visits  to  the  various  premises  nor  were  any  complaints  made  by 
members  of  the  public  in  regard  thereto. 


FI^JLIC^KEMjTH  ACT  1  936  -  LEOAL  PROCEEDINGS 

No  lcgc,l  proceedings  were  initialed  during  the  ye ar5  abatement  of 
all  statutory  nuisances  having  been  obtained  by  informal  action0 


-21- 


H3 

j  co 

*CJ 

.  o 

bd 

O 

I  o 

4  H- 

p 

p 

H3 

» 

o  p 

ct~ 

c+ 

fc> 

1  ° 

3  o 

O 

O 

° 

H-  M 

4 

br 

j  H 

w  p 

H- 

o 

O  Pj 

4 

4 

j 

|  W 

w  H* 

0^3 

Co 

H- 

| 

c+ 

<S 

43 

P 

4 

I 

4* 

H 

O 

- 

!  5 

H- 

P 

| 

, 

O 

H* 

■ 

» 

O 

CO 

. 

I 

1 

4 

O 

. 

CO 

CO 

j 

O 

¥ 

o 

o 

o 

4 

Cfl 


22 


HEAT  INSPECT I ON 

Period  -  1st  January  -  31st  December,  1  9&7 
Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 


- I 

Cows  j  Calves 


Number  Killed 


Number  Inspected 


T 

s 

I 


II 

4 — 


All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticcrci: 

Y/holo  Carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  sono  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 
a  i  Cysticorei : 


Sheep 
nnd  £ig 

Lambs  t 

459  119 

k  i 

—  *  -  «  ‘  “  *  *  *  - 

-  ■  459  | 11 9 

k  I* 


.  T  — 

igs  Ciorscs 


Tuberculosis  _onJLy 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  sono  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 


C  ystlcprcosis 

0O3  .’cases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  Totally 
condemned 

"Weight  of  Heat  condemned 
(in  lbs  © )  for:- 
(a)  Tuberculosis 


1 


(b)  Other 

(c)  Cysticeroosis 


Total  (in  lbs*)  condemned 


tJtu*  «w||«  i 


Nil 

129 

1  Nil 

" 

Nil 

” 

Nil 

75 

Nil 

114 

Nil 

Nil 

|  Nil 
| 

!  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

129 

i  - 

. 

KM  —  — ■  ■ 

i 

75 

t: , — 

114 

- 

. 
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